DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR LEADERS
To facilitate thoughtful and prayerful reﬂection, evangelical and conservative clergy and lay leaders have
generously shared these guidelines and questions that other groups have found useful.

PROCEDURES & GROUND RULES
ADVANCE PREPARATION
Decide whether to watch the ﬁlm in one session or in two 15-minute parts, spread over two sessions.
For in person-meetings: On a whiteboard or poster board that you will place where all participants
will be able to see it, copy the Ground Rules listed below.
To ensure that participants can address each other by name, obtain name badges or fold sheets of
cardstock lengthwise to make table tents. Have markers for printing ﬁrst names in large letters.
OPENING
Suggested words/thoughts for transitioning from the ﬁlm viewing to the discussion part of the
program:
As Virginia's story demonstrates, part of seeking truth and discerning God's will involves opening our
hearts and minds to speak freely with others whose perspectives and experiences differ widely.
Despite differences, we are blessed to be bound together in a community of grace.

GROUND RULES
Quickly review standard practices that keep discussions open, respectful, and brave:
Listen to really hear.
Respect conﬁdentiality.
Speak from your own experience.
Make everyone feel comfortable, heard, and respected.
Expect unﬁnished business—both discomfort and joy.
DISCUSSION
Choose from the next page 4 or 5 questions that are best suited for your group. You may only get
through one or two. The point is to engage all participants by getting them thinking, talking, and
responding among themselves. We offer here enough questions for a multi-week discussion series.
Use the questions to keep the discussion on topic. If it gets off track, bring the discussion back to the
question, or move on to a new question.
CLOSING
Refer participants to VIRGINIASCALLING.org for additional sources of evangelical and conservative
Christian-oriented information and opportunities.
Encourage participants to help promote VIRGINIA'S CALLING through their social media and
personal contacts. Having no funds for advertising, we rely on supporters to help reach as many
people as possible.
End with prayer.
FOLLOW-UP
How did it go? What proved most helpful? Most thought-provoking? What didn't your participants
like? Did you encounter any technical glitches or other types of problems? We need your feedback to
improve these programs! Please email comments and suggestions to Barry@VIRGINIASCALLING.org.
Share with our community your photos and success stories! How is your group taking action on
climate change-related problems in your community? Let your ideas and projects inspire others
through our website!
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VIRGINIA'S CALLING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Virginia prayed that God would hold back the ﬂood waters, and she says she was certain

that He would. Yet, the ﬂood waters rose. She ultimately concludes that this was a “wake-up
call” from God, part of God calling her to take a stand to defend His creation from
destruction caused by humans. Assess this conclusion. Can you imagine feeling the same
way?

2. The ﬂooding of her home left Virginia in despair. The emotional and spiritual toll of extreme

weather, natural disasters, and climate change isn't often widely discussed. What resources
are available, or could be developed, in your community to help people experiencing
despair or spiritual crisis in the wake of a disaster?

3. What is the relationship between praying for God's intervention, as Virginia does in the

storm, and our own role in addressing large-scale environmental challenges and
stewardship of His creation? What is the role of prayer, and what are we called to do?

4. Virginia afﬁrms that God entrusted humans with the earth to take care of, and she argues
that being faithful to God means making choices that protect this planet. In what ways do
you agree or disagree?

5. Virginia is a conservative evangelical Christian, but she works with people with a wide variety

of views in advocating for measures to address ﬂooding and climate change in Virginia
Beach and beyond. How much room do you think there is for a Bible-believing, evangelical
Christian to work with non-Christians to protect your community and care for the earth?
Would you prefer to work with other Christians in faith-based creation care organizations, or
to participate in environmental organizations that don’t have a speciﬁc connection to
Christian faith?

6. Virginia reminds us that God's love is for everyone, regardless of political afﬁliation. How can
this help people of different views work together to care for God’s creation?

7. Virginia says that if we ask God to provide safer and cleaner forms of energy, less destructive

to His creation than burning fossil fuels, He will. In what ways do you agree or disagree? Do
you think a faith-based perspective sheds light on the growing production and falling costs
of solar, wind, and other renewable energy?

8. Virginia turns personal tragedy into community hope and action. What extreme weather
impacts your community most often (e.g. heavy precipitation, ﬂooding, heat waves, drought,
wildﬁre, tropical storms, etc.)? How might you join with your neighbors and other
community members and leaders to protect your community and make it more resilient to
the increasing threat of climate change?
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